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It de pends. Fish ac tive dur ing the day, es pe cially in bright en vi ron ments near the sur face of trop i cal wa ters, tend
to see a wide range of colours. Bar rier Reef anemone �sh, for ex am ple, see ul tra vi o let light in ad di tion to the vis -
i ble spec trum that we de tect. This abil ity may help them �nd other in di vid u als by high light ing the con trast be -
tween their bod ies’ white ver ti cal stripes and orange back ground, as well as make it eas ier to spot their zoo -
plank ton prey and the sea anemones they live in sym bio sis with. Im mune to the anemones’ sting ing cells, the
�sh gain a safe place to live. In turn, they pro vide ben e �ts such as ex cret ing nu tri ents and pro tect ing the
anemones from preda tors. Fish that live at depth or are noc tur nal, on the other hand, see well in low light but
dis tin guish colours poorly. Some species of �sh may be able to de tect the po lar i sa tion of light, too.
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